PIONEER GLASS COMPANY, LTD.
PITTSBURGH, PA.
Circa 1893
(Absorbed by L.J. Rodgers)

{Repviny Couriesy Kamm Publications)
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CRI— Assortment of Crystal Glass Comparny'’s No. 9 pattern, papufarly known ax both BIG BUTTON and BLOCK AND LATTICE
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CR2— Assortient of Westmorchods Noo (5, a copy of the popular & THOE (LT LOGH made earlier by Brece, Hishes & Co. Thiv line has nos been
corfirmed in rahvsraited o dade, o produetion s have been axtremmiely Neirted.
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CR3— Additional ftems fn LOOP AND 8LOCK. Note the berry set & made dn o varietion with a fan bordes:
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CRO-— Axsortment of BULESEYE AND ARROWHEA L, which was probabiy the sumber 20 tine of Crestad Glass Co.
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CRT— Variety of LIS, Glavs patferns, mude sarfier by member Factories & PAdams) and S (Dovle), including PALACE PLUME AND BLOCK, TRIPLE
TRIANCGLE and HORNALL WITH THUMBPRINT BASE, Nare the orteime! fuctory nombers were resained b Plonees
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CRN— Assorimen l’.ll,l'- .I'.-l'-'.-l_'l'fé"b New, 250 pattern, popadarlye Eeown g BER BLOCKD T T3 lids Sae was micede .rr_|.' PO8 Cllosw, Soro which Dﬂ_p.ﬂ::’ J.l!l:{.l"_j,:{(.:.'l.
The desipn was copred by Fostorin and ofhers,

RED BLOCK—I5 IT EVA OR CAPTAIN
KIDD?
{See also Glass Collector 3, pp. 34-96)

While conducting rescarch for this hook,
some rather starding discoveries were made
concerning one of the five most popular
patterns in this color—Red Block. It was
given this name by Lee (LPG, pll 162), b
when the glass is not colorstained it is
known as Clewr Block (Millard2, pl. 610),

Here is where the confusion hegins, |
have spent a preat deal of time in the past
trying to sort out information on copies
and mold transfers, and this single pattern
represents both factors. [1 can prove terribly
frustrating.

Kamm also seemed confused. She names
the pattern Barrelled Block in her Book 2,
p. 83, referring to it as “another version of
the well known Red Block™, but gives it
the same 115, Glass attribution offered by
Lee. If there are any minute dilfcrences
between the Lee and Kamm patterns, it is
not apparcent from her text.

According to Lee, the original name for
this patiern was Fva, bul this name does
not appear on the LS, Glass (Factory P—
Dowle & Cou) reprint in K7 pl 11 Doyle
intreduced this pattern in 1882, hefore the
LS. (3lass merger,

Should we end all the name confusion
and call this pattern £va? The pattern can
also be found stained with vellow, blue and
green blocks, so neither the Lee or Milliard
names would be appropriate there—only

the Kamm name. But even if we did use
the name Eva, the confusion would not end
there.

In Kame 7 she states that Doyle's No.
250 (Bed Black) is identical to her Barelled
Bloek except for some shapes. In this same
bowok, p. 111, she attributed Berrelied Block
to Model Flint Glass, Findlay, Oh. This is
an error, as Model's Gem (OMMN) is only
similar It is berter known as Dowhle Red
Block (Meiz2, p. 1441, but the OMN is the
endorsed choice in A7

We now know that the popular Red Block
was a “pirated” copy of a design first made
by Fostoria Glass Co,, al their original
Fostoria, Ohic location. The introduction
of their Virgdnia (K35, g 139 in LESS started
a plague of copies never bafore wilness
since the popular fussion cut and Deaige &
Button pressed plass copies.

Melvin Murray, in his book The History
of Fostoria, Ohio Glase, refers to 4 pattern
named Foster Block. [ was reportadly
named after ex-Governor of Ohio Charles
Foster. one of the early directors of Fostoria
Cilasgs, It is uncertain if this name was as-
signed by Mr Murray, local legend, or if
indeed it was original— but early Fostoria
ads clearly call it “Virpinia™,

Reprinted in G5 is a previously un-
docomented ad from April 18, 1859 showing
a number of items in Fostorios Viginim, As
is evident, the desipn is virtually the same
as Red Bfock, even though the shapes may
be different. Thus it seems almost incom-
prehensible that Fostoria would introduce
a second line with the same basic design.

Which pattern was it Hold on to vour hats—
it's Red Block,

Actually, techinically it is not the troe
Fed Block  since 1 doubt it was ever stained
with ruby . . . but it is a virtwal exvace copy
of the Dovle No. 250 (£va). Anad reprinied
ot prengret 34 ol this ook reveals the original
name of the Fostoria copy, which is Capiadin
Kidd

Ironically, Capemin Kidd 15 a copy of a
copy of an original, Tt was originallfa cut
glass design, known made by ML Washingron
Cilass. A March, B89 trade journal report
states, “The Fosroria Glass Co. gof ot g
very rice sei thiv season. It had fardly heen
iniroduced before the pattern was piroted.
They hove more than evened up, however,
ag they have copied the copy, called it the
‘Capt. Kidd, " and are velling stacks of horh
the artgingl and the copy. The sempathie of
the trade i with them,”

The very name of thiz pattern was proha-
baly a sly slap ae the “pirate” alleged to have
copied Fostaria’s Virginia, Perhaps to avoid
lepal bassle, a March 28, TS89 trade journal
edirorialized, “Davan baow wine the Fostora
set, Moo 150, s cafled Capeain Kidd? Tt is
because Heras money hidden in "

There are other copies. Ceniral Glass
Works, Wheeling, made their No, 803 rose
bowls and a small nappy in this design. A
number 175 tumbler by U5, Glass ar their
Factory B (Bryce Bros.) is nearly wentical,
except it lacks the row of half-biocks found
around the base of the No. 250 Eva tumbler,
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